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POLICE HEALTH CHECKS — STATE CORONER’S COMMENTS 

88. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Police: 

I refer to the recent finding of Coroner Alastair Hope in the inquest into the death of police officer Elliott Watt in 

which he stated that more regular health checks of police and training of police managers on mental health issues 

needed to be implemented. Therefore, I ask — 

(1) What is the minister doing to ensure better training of managers in WA Police on mental health issues? 

(2) Does the minister have any plans at all to ensure more regular health checks of police; and, if so, what 

are they? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

(1)–(2) Yes, this has come up in discussions that I have had with the commissioner, and I am told that regular 

welfare and health checks of police officers take place within the various districts. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: First, it is not good enough; and, second, the coroner has said there needs to be more and 

better. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The coroner says many things sometimes, but the coroner may not know the exact 

detail — 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I will give you an opportunity to get to your feet and ask questions. I 

am not going to accept what you have just done in this place. I formally call you to order for the second time 

today. The member for Midland has asked a serious question, and I expect that she is anticipating an answer. 

Interjections—if I can call that an interjection, member for Bassendean—of that nature do not help the process 

whatsoever. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This is a very serious question—of course it is—as are the comments that the coroner has 

made. The coroner has also made comments about the number of deaths that he believes may be attributable to 

our roads, rather than the number in the statistics given by police on an annual basis. We have to look at this 

in — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I haven’t asked about that; I have asked about health checks and training. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: And the member has asked about the coroner’s comments on mental health training and 

what facilities there are. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: And regular health checks for police. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, for police. I am informed that there are regular health checks of police. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member is not the shadow minister anymore. Even though she contacts Paul Murray 

to undermine her good friend—her best friend—as she did yesterday, she is not the shadow police minister. I 

will answer the new shadow police minister. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: She’s actually helping me. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Helping you? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: That’s right. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: She didn’t want her name mentioned. 

I will conclude this answer by simply saying yes, I take it very seriously. I know that the commissioner takes it 

very seriously, and I believe that they are going to implement some further training in relation to upping, if you 

like, the facility to be able to assess not only the general health of police officers, but also their mental health in 

particular. 

 


